Human Trafficking: An Uncomfortable Reality
Many people are still unaware that sex slavery is a modern-day crime that uses human beings as commodities to be sold and enslaved. “This horrible crime is now the #2 international crime just behind drug trafficking as the most profitable and extensive crime in the world,” she added. U.N. estimates conservatively that over 700,000 people are trafficked globally each year, generating revenue close to (USD) $10 billion.                                                                                                                                                              Trafficking people involves recruitment, transportation or harboring victims for sexual or other forms of exploitation, either across or within borders.

In the United States, an estimated 14,500-17,000 people are trafficked into the country every year, according to the U.S. State Department. The majority of these victims are women and children, with 12-14 being the average age at which a girl is prostituted. “In other words, many of the victims are just children and they are being exploited in the worst possible ways. Salvation Army, which is also actively taking part in the prayer weekend, is urging Christians to organize one day in the workplace and one Sunday to focus prayer and intercession on behalf of people who are trafficked, enslaved and exploited.

“Petition God to change things, to free the captives, to end these evils, and to guide and empower Christians to serve, to prevent, to rescue and to restore,” urged the Salvation Army.

While an estimated 700,000 people are trafficked across borders annually, an overall total of some 27 million people are considered modern day slaves, according to estimates by National Geographic Magazine in its September 2003 issue. Modern-day slaves include forced labor and forced prostitution in ones own country.

Addressing root causes

Trafficking is a violation of fundamental human rights. It commodifies people created in the image of God, violating their dignity and subjecting them to exploitation, violence and abuse. Trafficking harms the health and well-being of its victims, physically, emotionally and psychologically. Many are victims of physical violence and abuse, which combines with psychological manipulation to make people feel vulnerable and afraid of seeking help.

Although it is against the law, dealing with human trafficking through the criminal justice system is not enough. We must also focus on the violation of human rights and dignity, offering care and support to victims, including measures allowing them to stay in the country rather than being deported back to vulnerable situations.

Responding to trafficking must also address the context in which human trafficking takes place: inequality, poverty, lack of opportunity, racism and sexism. Attending to root causes will truly take care of the symptoms.

What can we do?
