THE CHURCH BUILDING: The Edifice Complex
Ancient Judaism was centered on three elements: The Temple, the priesthood, and the sacrifice. When Jesus came, He ended all three, fulfilling them in Himself. He is the temple who embodies a new and living house made of living stones “without hands”. He is the perfect and finished sacrifice. Consequently, the temple, the professional priesthood, and the sacrifice of Judaism all passed with the coming of Jesus Christ. Christ is the fulfillment and the reality of all three.

The early Christians understood that they themselves, corporately, were the temple of God and the house of God. Strikingly, nowhere in the New Testament do we find the terms church, temple, or house of God used to refer to a building. To the ears of a first-century Christian, calling a church a building would have been like calling you wife a condominium or your mother a skyscraper!

The first recorded use of the word church to refer to a Christian meeting place was penned around 190 AD by Clement of Alexandria (150-215). Clement is also giving credit for being the first person to use the phrase “go to church”, which would have been a foreign thought to the first century believers. (You cannot go to something you are!) Throughout the New Testament, church always refers to an assembly of people, not a place. The English word church is derived from the Greek word kuriakom, which means “belonging to the Lord”. In time it took on the meaning of “God’s house” and referred to a building.

Most Christians today mistakenly view the church building as a necessary part of worship. Therefore, they never question the need to financially support a building and its maintenance. The church edifice demands a vast infusion of money. In the U.S. alone, real estate owned by the institutional church today is worth over $230 billion dollars.
Church buildings debt, service, and maintenance consume well over 18% of the $50-$60 billion tithed to churches annually. All the traditional reasons put forth for “needing” a church building collapse under careful scrutiny. Church buildings (as well as salaried pastors and staff) require very large ongoing expenses rather than onetime outlays. These budget busters take their cut out of a churches’ monetary giving not just today, but next month, next year, and so on. Contrast the overhead of a traditional church, which includes salaried staff and church buildings, with the overhead of a house church. Rather than such overhead siphoning off 50-85 percent of the houses church’s monetary giving, its operating cost amount to a small percentage of the budget, freeing more than 95% of its shared money for delivering real services like ministry, mission and outreach to the world.

There does not exist a shred of biblical support of the church building. Yet scores of Christians pay good money each year to sanctify their brick and stone. By doing so, they have supported an artificial setting where they are lulled into passivity and prevented from being natural or intimate with other believers. If every Christian on the planet would never call a building a church again, this alone would create a revolution in our faith.
